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How would you react if  
you encountered a poster    
that looked like this? 



http://stat-computing.org/dataexpo/2006/entries.html 



http://stat-computing.org/dataexpo/2006/entries.html 



Today’s plan 

•  Review design 
principles 

•  Critique posters 
•  Present poster 

with confidence  



 Posters present a challenge 

•  Audiences  
– Make decisions quickly 
– Come and go  

•  Posters must be lean and clean 
– Attractive 
– Accessible 
– Comprehensible 

•  Posters must stand alone 



Design for the audience 

Why are they interested? 
What are their backgrounds? 
How will they benefit? 
What are their questions? 



What’s your story? 

•  Why is your data analysis interesting? 
•  What data are you exploring? What variables are 

you analyzing? 
•  What’s specific question(s) do you answer? 
•  What’s your approach? 
•  What are your assumptions? 
•  What are your key findings? 
•  How can your work be extended or applied? 



Visualize  
“the story” 



L-to-R flow in vertical columns 

Flows top to bottom, left to right 

Title & Authors 





L-to-R flow in rows 

Title & Authors 

Part 1 

Part 2 





Centered image & explanations 

Title & Authors 





Two fields in contrast 

Title & Authors 





Make the story accessible 

•  Use informative headings 
–  Generic: Results 
–  Topic-oriented: Houston geography and crime 
–  Informative: Crime widely dispersed across Houston 

•  Reduce jargon 



Arrangement 

Contrast Hierarchy White space 
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Contrast 

•  Size 
•  Shape 
•  Color 
•  Shade 
•  Proximity 
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Hierarchy 

Enables audience to discern relationships 
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Bulleted List Layout 

 This is a primary bullet. 
 This is a secondary bullet. 

  This is subordinate to the bullets above it. 

  This is subordinate to the bullets above it. 

 This is a primary bullet. 
 This is a secondary bullet. 



Bulleted List Layout 

•  This is a primary bullet. 
• This is a secondary bullet. 
• This is subordinate to the bullets above it. 
•  This is subordinate to the bullets above it. 

•  This is a primary bullet. 

• This is a secondary bullet. 



White space 

Directs gaze 
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•  Therapeutic Systems and Technologies – 
–  Dorin Panescu, Refractec Inc., Irvine , CA, Chair, Cardiac 
Catheter Ablation 
–  Jean-Yves Chapelon Ph.D., INSERM, Lyon, France, High 
Intensity Focused Ultrasound for Prostate Tumor Ablation 
–  Rahul Mehra Ph.D., Medtronic, Inc. Minneapolis, MN, 
Cardioverter-defibrillators, Tachyarrhythmia Research  
–  Tim McIntyre M.S.,Manager, St. Jude Medical, St Paul, 
MN, Medical Device Industry R&D and Management  
–  John Pearce Ph.D., ECE Department, University of Texas, 
Austin, TX, Electromagnetics and Acoustics Applied to 
Medical Devices 
–  Kouros Azar M.D., B.S.BME, Thousand Oaks, CA, 
Reconstructive Surgeon 
–  Reese Terry  M.S., Co-founder/Board Member Cyberonics, 
Inc., Houston, TX, Neurostimulation Devices 



Dorin Panescu, Chair 
Refractec Inc., Irvine, CA 
Cardiac Catheter Ablation 

Jean-Yves Chapelon, Ph.D. 
INSERM, Lyon, France 

High Intensity Focused Ultrasound 
 for Prostate Tumor Ablation 

Rahul Mehra, Ph.D. 
Medtronic, Inc. Minneapolis, MN  

Cardioverter-defibrillators 
Tachyarrhythmia Research 

Tim McIntyre, M.S. 
St. Jude Medical, St Paul, MN, 
 Medical Device Industry R&D  

and Management 

John Pearce, Ph.D. 
University of Texas, Austin, TX  
Electromagnetics and Acoustics  
Applied to Medical Devices 

Kouros Azar, M.D., B.S.  
BME, Thousand Oaks, CA  
Reconstructive Surgeon 

Reese Terry,  M.S. 
 Co-founder/Board Member  
Cyberonics, Houston, TX  
Neurostimulation Devices 
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Text 

•  Legible 
•  Large 
•  Succinct 
•  Parallel 
•  Conservative 
•  Consistent 



Sans serif font best 

Good for print 
E 

Serif (“tail”) 
Times New Roman 

Courier!
Garamond 

Good for posters 

E 
Sans Serif 

Arial 
Helvetica"

Calibri 



Large font sizes 

Title 
  Headings 

   Text 

80-120 pt 

36-54 pt 

Captions and data labels 18-20 pt 

24-36 pt 



Fat text              lean text 

   The findings support the 
idea that there are gender 
differences in the mate 
selection process: women 
tend to choose less attractive 
mates while men tend to 
choose more attractive 
mates. 

  Gender differences 
in mate selection 
–  Women select less 

attractive mates 
–  Men select more 

attractive mates 



Color 
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High contrast 
Culturally appropriate 

Coherence 
Emphasis 













Details matter! 

•  Apply consistent formatting  
•  Check grammar and spelling 
•  Cite references 
•  Give credit to others  
•  Include contact info 





Present your poster 
with confidence 



Connect with audience 

•  Greet people  
•  Prepare 30 sec, 90 sec, 3 min talks 
•  Summarize “gist” in 2-3 sentences 
•  Reinforce key points 
•  Be able to start spiel from any section 
•  Catch up newcomers quickly 



Communicate with confidence 

•  Be enthusiastic 
•  Maintain eye contact 
•  Don’t block poster 

•  Integrate gestures  
•  Speak up 
•  Adjust pace 



Wrap up 

•  Engage audience’s interest 
•  Use images/figures/maps to make data 

accessible 
•  Analyze and interpret data 
•  Edit for brevity and precision 


